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Palaeolithic Sites

Palaeolithic sites in India are primarily found near rivers and include locations like Bhimbetka,
Attirampakkam, Hunsgi, and Kurnool Caves, among others.
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Riwat, Potwar Plateau:

o Riwat (Potwar Plateau, Pakistan)

e One of the oldest dated Palaeolithic sites in South Asia (~2 million years ago).
o Core tools of Pre-Acheulian/Mode | variety found.

e Associated with Homo erectus.

e Indicates early human dispersal out of Africa through the Indian subcontinent.

Didwana
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e Situated in Nagaur district of western Rajasthan.
e Atab50km stretch from Didwana to Javal, several Acheulian sites have been found.

e Cityis famous for its Hindu traditional culture and philosophy and the Mathas, and
the Mathura das Ji ka Jaav—a well built in 12th century.

e ltyielded Lower and Middle Paleolithic stone tools.

o Lower Palaeolithic:
= Large tools made of quartzite or other hard rocks.
= |nclude chopping tools, handaxes, and cleavers.

Middle Paleolithic:

= Smaller, lighter flake tools.

Mogara Hills

e ltislocated nearJodhpurin the state of Rajasthan.

e Afactory site where lower, middle, upper as well as mesolithic tools were made.

e Large number of palaeolithic tools like flakes, handaxe etc. have been excavated.
Sabarmati Valley

e ltis situated in the state of Rajasthan.

e Lower Palaeolithic tools have been found.

o Palaeolithic tools like flakes, handaxe etc. have been excavated.
Luni Valley/Budha Pushkar Lake

¢ Ajmer, Rajasthan

e Lower and Middle Palaeolithic age

e Large collection of animal and human bones have been found.

e Fossils remains including pollen remains indicate that the prevailing climate used to be warm
and humid.

Rojdi
e In Rajkot district, Gujarat.
e Also Indus valley civilization.
e Houses:
» Built on stone foundations.

= No bricks were found.
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Pottery:
= Hard, red-ware.

Graffiti and Script:
= Graffiti with signs from the Indus script, such as jar sign.
= Ashort Harappan inscription on pots.

Copper or bronze flat axes were found.

Kalpi
o Located at the banks of river Yamuna in Jalaun district of U.P.
e One of the oldest one having remains of human settlement found in the Gangetic plains.
o Bone artefacts:
= Large number of Bone artefacts have been found. E.g. Arrowhead and knife.
¢ Painted Grey Ware(PGW) also found.
o Later period:
= This had been a centre of Buddhism and Saivism.
» Decorated terracotta figurines of this period recovered.
Bhimbetka

Rock shelters in the Raisen District in Madhya Pradesh and is part of the Ratapani Wildlife
Sanctuary.

Itis known for extensive prehistoric cave paintings and evidence of early human activity.
Mainly Paleolithic and Mesolithic period.

A UNESCO World Heritage site.

Tools:

= Earlier (Palaeolithic) tools were largely made of quartzite and sandstone and were of
large size.

= Maesolithic tools were most often of chalcedony and of smaller size.
Floors paved with flat stone slabs found.
No bones have been found so far.
Rock cave paintings:

= Anatural art gallery with rock cave paintings.

= Numerous layers (Paleolithic-Mesolithic) of paintings with themes like hunting by men,
dancing, children paying, women working, sign of proto-family set up etc.
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e Ostrich egg shell beads have been found that dates back to upper Palaeolithic.
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Adamgarh

o Situated at south of Narmada river in Hoshangabad district Madhya Pradesh.

e Famous for the pre-historic natural caves and rock shelters and paintings done in red and

white colours.

o Palaeolithic and Mesolithic tools found.

= Microliths found here. Geometric microliths (triangles and trapezes) were very

common.

¢ One of the earliest evidence for the domestication of animals( Domestic and Wild) comes

from this site.

e Pottery at microlithic level found.
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e Cultural Context: The combination of rock art and stone tools suggests a society engaged in
both artistic expression and subsistence activities. There is evidence of domestication of
animals and usage of fire

Hathnora
e Locatedin Sehore district, nearly 35 kilometres east of Hoshangabad in Madhya Pradesh.

o discovered the only known fossil of a human ancestor from South Asia on the banks of the
Narmada.

» indicating the early evolution of human life in the sub-continent.
Baghor
e Locatedin Son valley in Sidhi district of Madhya Pradesh.

Palaeolithic and mesolithic tools found.

= Used for food processing, hunting, craft work etc.

Mother goddess worship:
» Arock with concentric triangle found in the middle of a circular platform.

» Tribal communities still follows as a symbol of mother goddesses.

Mesolithic phase:

= The tools are of chert and chalcedony, and geometric microliths occur.

The location of many large shelters can be identified by a series of post-holes.
Bagor (Bhilwara district, Rajasthan)

o Located on the Kothari River.

¢ One of the largest Mesolithic sites in India.

e Cultural sequence: Late Palaeolithic > Mesolithic > Early Chalcolithic.

o Bagor was first explored by Dr. L.S. Leshnik in 1967 and later excavated by V.N. Mishra
between 1973-1977, uncovering a cultural sequence spanning 5,000 years.

Chopani Mando
e Situated in Belan Valley in Prayagraj district of U.P.
e |tis located on the left bank of the Belan River, a tributary of the Ganga River.
e Ahabitation site with cultural sequence from the upper Palaeolithic to Neolithic age.
e Allthe three stages of the Paleolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic stage found.
e Paleolithic period:

= Stone tools made from chert.
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Bones discovered included those of wild cattle, sheep, and goats.

Represents early stage of animal domestication.

e Mesolithic period:

Geometric and non-geometric microliths such as blades, points, scrapers mostly made
of chert.

Handmade pottery, hammer stones and ring stones found.
Bones of wild cattle and sheep/goats.

Pieces of burnt clay with reed impressions showed that people lived in wattle-and-daub
huts.

Wild rice is reported.

¢ One of the earliest sites of Neolithic agriculture in India.

Lekhahia

e Location: Belan Valley, Prayagraj district (U.P).

e Cultural Phase: Primarily Upper Palaeolithic and Mesolithic.

o Key Features:

Evidence of seasonal habitation.

Tools: Microliths made of chert and chalcedony.

Burial site discovered—one of the earliest human burials in India.
Grave goods included microlithic tools, showing belief in afterlife.

No ceramics, indicating pre-Neolithic stage.

e Importance:

Bori

Confirms ritualistic burial practices in Upper Paleolithic India.

Adds to the understanding of funerary customs and symbolic behaviour.

¢ Location: Near Pune, on the banks of the Kukadi river (Western Maharashtra).

o Cultural Phase: Earliest Lower Palaeolithic site in Maharashtra; dates to around 1.38 million

years ago (according to recent dating).

e Tools:

Quartzite tools: handaxes, cleavers, scrapers.

Presence of Acheulian tools (Mode Il technology).

e Geo-stratigraphy:
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